
Tinicum Township Planning Commission Minutes 
June 23, 2020 

 
Members Present (Via Zoom Online meeting):  
 
David Upmalis, Carl Ruthardt, Neil Sullivan, Joy Von Glueck, John Clement, John Cole and MJ 
Frumin 

 
In Attendance: Zoning/Township Planner Tracy Tackett 

 
Call to Order: David Upmalis 

 
Public Comment: None 
 
Approval of Minutes: 

 
Motion by Neil Sullivan and seconded by John Cole to approve the minutes of the Planning 
Commission Meeting of June 6, 2020. Unanimous vote to approve. 

 
New Business: None 

 
Old Business:  
 
An update/review of previously proposed corrections/clarifications to the Zoning Ordinance: 
 

With regard to time limitations for variances, special exceptions and conditional uses, it was agreed 
that a timeframe of 2 years to apply for a permit be incorporated.  

 
Regarding proposed language for Section 901.01.E “Joint Use,” where it has been demonstrated as 
part of a land development application that the required number of parking spaces are not currently 
needed, the Commission recommended that the Board of Supervisors could authorize up to 30 percent 
of the required parking spaces as reserved, provided that previously agreed-upon criteria are met.  
 
Regarding Service Stations, the Commission discussed allowable activities, maximum square footage, 
and permissible auxiliary businesses (such as auto repair, auto storage, convenience mart, food 
services, indoor seating, and auto/trailer rental). It was recommended that a maximum square footage 
of 6000 be established, and that language stipulating compliance with established lighting and signage 
regulations be included.  
 
Previously recommended items were reviewed, including water protection discussed at the last 
meeting. Specifically, the priority table for sewage treatment and disposal was discussed, and the 
Commission requested that the Township attorney be consulted to determine if  “stream discharge” — 
the last option on the priority table — could be eliminated altogether. 

 
It was agreed, at the advice of the Township attorney, that language in Section 1406.C(3) that is not 
consistent with the PA Municipalities Planning Code be removed, specifically: “or that the applicant, 
at the time that he purchased the property was not aware or could not reasonably have been expected 
to be aware of the zoning classification and restrictions placed on the property or the circumstances 
giving rise to the hardship”. 

 
 

Discussion: None 
 
Motion to Adjourn by Carl Ruthardt, seconded by Neil Sullivan. Unanimous vote to approve.  


